Glaschoine – Preparing for Summer Visitors

In 1902, Archie and Alice McNair, with their three children went to live at Glaschoine.  Later that year they had another child, and by 1906 they had six children, one boy and five girls.


Archie McNair was a roadman, he also had the upkeep of his mother’s house (Croitachomie) as his father had died and the rest of the family had moved away.


At Glaschoine, above the byre there was a barn, which to supplement his roadman’s wage Archie turned into a summerhouse.  He lined it all with wood and divided it into two rooms.  One as a bedroom and the other for a kitchen/sitting room, and probably it had a bed as well.  A small open fire was made where all the cooking was done.  Every drop of water had to be carried in pails from the burn, across the field.


In the summer the whole family moved into “the Barn”, and the house was let to paying guests.  These guests came mostly from Glasgow.  They came for a fortnight or maybe a month.  Some returned year after year.  


Before the guests arrived the house would be given a thorough spring clean.  Blankets would be washed, clean curtains hung, the good cutlery and china taken out and washed and polished.  If the walls looked a bit grubby the distemper and brush would be used to freshen it up.  The black range would get an extra polish, as did furniture, the wooden floors and the windows.


At Glaschoine, there was a tap at the back door with cold water (straight from the hill); there was also a water toilet.  The range heated some water, it had a boiler to one side and an oven to the other.  The boiler had to be filled with a pail but had a tap to empty it.


This way of life continued for quite some time.  Lodgers, mostly workmen, who were working around a various jobs, were taken in in the wintertime, and for several years the schoolteacher stayed there, while the schoolhouse was being repaired.


Archie McNair died in 1934.  One of his daughters’, her husband, and baby daughter went to stay with his widow.  The letting of the house continued, but Mrs. McNair, was getting older and she did not like leaving her bedroom, so she slept in the house at night and came up to “the Barns” during the day.


Then the war came, bringing with it the evacuees.  The ones at Glaschoine did not stay long.  The evacuees had their own schoolteachers, several who stayed at Glaschoine.  Lorry drivers and lodgers also had lodgings at Glaschoine.  During the war years, moving out to “the Barn” stopped.


When the war was over bed and breakfast guests had their meals in the sitting room.  A pot of tea, scones and pancakes before bed.  Porridge, sausage, bacon and eggs for breakfast along with tea and toast.  Their hot water to wash with was carried upstairs in the morning in china ewers.  It was left outside the bedroom door.


The washing was all done by hand in large zinc baths at the back door; the water was heated by kettles on the range and some from the boiler.  Once a week, sometimes oftener, the fire was lit below the boiler in the wash house and the sheets, pillow cases, towels and table cloths would all be given a boil, stirred every now and again with a stick.  They were then lifted out and rinsed in the zinc baths full of cold water, and then they were hung out in the washing green to dry.  When dry, the sheets, etc., were put through the mangle, which saved a lot of ironing.  The mangle was a piece of equipment like a big wringer, it was very heavy to turn the handle, but it made a good job of pressing the clothes.  Ironing was done with flat irons, heated in front of the fire of the range.  It was a disaster if any soot got on to the ironing.


Altho’ after the war the family did not stay out in “the Barn”, the families of several lorry drivers came for their summer holidays.  This meant “the Barn” had to have its spring clean before they came.  All the bedding, etc., would be taken outside on a sunny day to be aired, being turned several times to make sure it was not damp.  Walls would be washed down and the floors scrubbed.  People brought their own sheets and food, but everything else was provided for them.


For many years life continue much the same as before.  Bed and breakfast in the summer and lodgers in the winter.  Electricity came in 1949, which made quite a difference, and in 1962 Glaschoine was modernised, that made a big difference.  The black range was gone and in its place was a Raeburn cooker, which gave lots of hot water.  The small bedroom was made into a kitchenette, an electric cooker and washing machine were purchased.  A bathroom was made at the side of the stairs. Everything was much easier to run.


The bed and breakfast continued for a few more years, but the end of an era came in 1973, when owing to ill health, the tenancy of Glaschoine had to be given up.


The McNair family and descendants had been there for more than 70 years.
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